Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUD APE 00929 230837Z 

ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-01 AID-05 IGA-02 MED-03 DODE-OO HEW-06 L-03 
H-02 AGRE-00 SCSE-00 /083 W 

230843Z 051301 /17 

PR230712Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0929 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS BUDAPEST 0929 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: SNAR HU 

SUBJ: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION 
OF MARIHUANA 

REF : STATE 57902 

1 . HUNGARY IS A PARTY TO INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON NAR 
COTICS OF 1961 AND ACCORDINGLY CONSIDERS MARIHUANA TO BE 
A NARCOTIC SUBSTANCE. 

2. SECTION 198 OF HUNGARIAN CRIMINAL CODE PROVIDES: 

(1) WHOEVER, BY INFRINGING OR EVADING THE REGULATIONS 
OF THE AUTHORITIES, MAKES, PROCURES, KEEPS, PUTS INTO 
CIRCULATION, BRINGS INTO, TAKES OUT OF, OR CARRIES 
THROUGH THE TERRITORY OF THE COUNTRY, A DRUG SUITABLE 
FOR PATHOLOGICAL ENJOYMENT, SHALL BE PUNISHED BY LOSS 
OF LIBERTY FROM ONE TO FIVE YEARS. 

(2) THE PUNISHMENT SHALL BE LOSS OF LIBERTY FROM TWO 
TO EIGHT YEARS IF THE CRIME WAS COMMITTED: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BUDAPE 00929 230837Z 

(A) PROFESSIONALLY, 

(B) BY A RECIDIVIST, 

(C) IN CRIMINAL PARTNERSHIP, OR 

(D) WITH DRUGS IN SIGNIFICANT QUANTITY OR VALUE. 

(3) WHOEVER CARRIES OUT AN ACT OF PREPARATION FOR 
DRUG ABUSE, SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH LOSS OF LIBERTY UP 
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TO SIX MONTHS. 

(4) THE DRUGS WITH WHICH THE DRUG ABUSE HAS BEEN COM- 
MITTED, SHALL BE CONFISCATED. CONFISCATION SHALL TAKE 
PLACE EVEN IF THE DRUG IS NOT THE PROPERTY OF THE 
PERPETRATOR. 

3. ACCORDING TO LASZLO MERESZ, CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT, HEAD 
OFFICE OF HUNGARIAN CUSTOMS AND EXCISES, WHO IS RESPON- 
SIBLE CUSTOMS OFFICIAL FOR NARCOTICS MATTERS, MARIHUANA 
IS "A DRUG SUITABLE FOR PATHOLOGICAL ENIOYMENT," AND AS 
SUCH FALLS UNDER SECTION 198 OF CRIMINAL CODE. MERESZ 
STATES LAW IS ENFORCED IN HUNGARY AND PENALTIES APPLIED 
AS STATED THEREIN. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT INCIDENCE OF 
MARIHUANA USE IN HUNGARY IS LOW AND HENCE SO ARE ARRESTS 
AND PROSECUTIONS. 

4. IN RECENT CASE INVOLVING AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO WAS CON- 
VICTED FOR POSSESSION OF ABOUT FOUR GRAMS OF HASHISH 
WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY UNKNOWINGLY BROUGHT INTO HUNGARY, 
AMERICAN WAS SENTENCED TO SUSPENDED EIGHT MONTHS IMPRISON- 
MENHBAND RELEASED ON PROBATION. AN AMERICAN ARRESTED IN 
1975 RECEIVED SIX MONTHS IMPRISONMENT AND A 10,000- 

FORINT ($500) FOR ILLEGAL IMPORTATION AND DISTRIBUTION 
TO FRIENDS OF ABOUT 300 GRAMS MARIHUANA. 

MUDD 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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